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Fellow Registrars,
Thanksgiving is quickly approaching.  We at MCR wish you a wonderful holiday season!  We are actively preparing for the Annual Call for Data. We have reached all 2023 goals and could not have done it without your case submissions.  
November is Lung Cancer Awareness month.  Please see the attached one-pager for Missouri stats.
Although statistically fewer, November is also Pancreatic and Stomach Cancer awareness month.  Those one-pagers are attached as well.




Due Dates
To be on track, large hospitals (>500 cases/yr.) typically are expected to have abstracted March 2025 diagnosis cases by October 15, 2025. Smaller facilities (<300 cases /yr.) were expected to report the 1st Quarter of 2025 by October 15, 2025.
Education
MCR Helpline
Reach us at 1-800-392-2829 during regular office hours or leave a message; a member of our QA team will return your call within one business day. 

NAACCR Webinars:
NAACCR Webinars are now available on the MCR website at https://cancerregistry.missouri.edu/education/educational-webinars-and-recordings/  Contact Lucinda Ham at lahf5p@health.missouri.edu for the password.  After gaining access to the webinars, click on the file folder for the month. The webinar materials are readily accessible and can be downloaded.
NAACCR Webinar: Oral Cavity & Minor Salivary Glands 2025, October

Upcoming NAACCR Webinar: Melanoma 2025, November 6, 2025, 8-11 a.m. The webinar will cover the anatomy, solid tumor rules, staging and treatment of melanoma malignancies. Examples, quizzes and case scenarios are included. To attend the live broadcast in Columbia, MO, sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054CACAE28A0F8C25-59972500-naaccr


Abstracting Tip:  Understand Ambiguous Terms – SEER Vs. NCDB/STORE
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Death Clearance
Please submit any cases you noted as missed during death clearance as soon as possible. Reminder:  Death clearance for your facility is not considered complete until all missed cases have been submitted.

YouTube – Casefinding Audits: Reducing Missed Cases and Strengthening Clinical Accuray
Check out our newest YouTube on Casefinding Audits created by Deborah Carey. This video shows how to easily find cancer cases in your disease index – provided it is in Excel format. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsm_Eu4-pqIdZibqeyOecUQ


MCR Training and Online Courses 
The MO Oncology Data Specialist Study Guide and Fundamentals of Abstracting courses have been recently updated.  We have also added additional courses to the MCR Course Catalog. Click on the following link to enroll in any of these courses.
https://cancerregistry.missouri.edu/education/educational-webinars-and-recordings/
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V26 metafile
The Missouri V26 metafile will be posted to the NAACCR Clearinghouse the week of November 3, 2025, for your vendors to review. It does contain some new SSDIs and a new field for documenting patient sex.

Missouri Cancer Dashboards
Missouri Cancer Registry recently added Missouri Health Maps to its website. The maps can be found by clicking on the Missouri Cancer Dashboards button on the MCR home page task bar. 

The Missouri Health maps display 2018-2022 data. This information may be helpful to you and your facility to see cancer incidence in your area. The map of Missouri is divided into zones based on population.
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Cancer InFocus Maps
Cancer In Focus Maps provide a variety of information at the county level. Under Other Dashboards, select CIF Hot Spots to see which counties are potential cancer hotspots in Missouri. These are interactive maps produced in collaboration between the National Cancer Institute and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The graphs provide a geographic profile of cancer burden in Missouri and reveal sociodemographic disparities in cancer incidence, mortality, risk factors for cancer, and cancer screening, across different population subgroups.
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MCR is required by NPCR to submit 90% of 2024 data during the Call for Data this November.  We have made great strides in the past month toward reaching 90% goal for 2024 cases.  



Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA)
The Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA), 42 U.S.C. § 2210 note, is a federal law that provides partial restitution to individuals who developed certain serious illnesses following exposure to radiation from the U.S. nuclear weapons program, or their survivors. This became effective for Missouri on July 4, 2025.  New claims may be filed through December 31, 2027.  Please see this link for guidelines on requesting information from Missouri Cancer Registry https://cancerregistry.missouri.edu/reca/

NEWS FROM THE STANDARD SETTERS
SEER Educate News 
Log in or sign up at SEER*Educate today by visiting https://educate.fredhutch.org/  and Learn by Doing!
Help Desk will be CLOSED or Limited (in addition to weekends)
· [bookmark: _Hlk212446296]November 9-11 (Veterans Day long weekend)
· November 27-29 (Thanksgiving)
· December 24-28 (Christmas long weekend) 
· January 1-4 (New Years long weekend)
· January 19th

NAACCR
The NAACCR Data Standards, Data Dictionary v26, and 2026 Implementation Guidelines have recently been updated and are now available on the NAACCR website. https://www.naaccr.org/          
                                          



Warm regards,
	Lucinda Ham, RHIA, ODS-C
Operations/QA Manager, Missouri Cancer Registry

Department of Public Health
1095 Hospital Drive | Columbia MO 65211
[bookmark: _Hlk191384503]O: 573-882-7775 | C: 573-220-2438
F: 573-884-9655 | E: lahf5p@health.missouri.edu
W:  https://cancerregistry.missouri.edu/
	“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much” – Helen Keller
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Missouri Cancer Registry and Research Center is supported in part by a cooperative agreement between the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) (DP2202-22-04) and a Surveillance Contract between DHSS and the University of Missouri.
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Missouri Lung Cancers
2018-2022 stats and facts


Black


Lung cancer Survivors


Incidence rate in Missouri with Lung 
cancer per 100 thousand is 


 5-year relative survival rate is


Smoking 
Rate***


Rates are per 100,000 and age-adjusted to the 2000 US Std Population (19 age groups- Census P25-1130) standard.
*Localized, Distant, Regional, and Unknown corresponds to malignant behavior
**Rate of cancer deaths in the United States,  United States Cancer Statistics Data Visualization 2018-2022
***Prevalence from BRFSS


For more information, please visit:
cancerregistry.missouri.edu


MCR is a collaborative partnership between the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) and the University of Missouri funded by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC's) National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR).


Missouri Cancer Registry 
and Research Center


Stage*% Distribution


29.1%


22.5%


42.8%


5.6%


Localized Regional Distant Unknown*


Death rate in Missouri with Lung cancer per 
100 thousand is 


Incidence rate by Race Death rate by Race


Incidence rate by Gender 


Black


White White


Total cases found


72.8


67.8 43.0


 Missouri ranked 7th in the 
death rate of Lung cancer in the 


US**


44.6


27918 16507


11.30%


21.10%


67.80


42.0


61.7 75.7



https://cancerregistry.missouri.edu/
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Pancreatic cancer.pdf


Missouri Pancreas Cancers
2018-2022 stats and facts


Black


Pancreatic cancer Survivors


Incidence rate in Missouri  with Pancreatic 
cancer per 100 thousand is 


 5-year relative survival rate is


Rates are per 100,000 and age-adjusted to the 2000 US Std Population (19 age groups- Census P25-1130) standard.
*Localized, Distant, Regional, and Unknown corresponds to malignant behavior
**Rate of cancer deaths in the United States, United States Cancer Statistics Data Visualization 2018-2022


For more information, please visit:
cancerregistry.missouri.edu


MCR is a collaborative partnership between the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) and the University of Missouri funded by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC's) National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR).


Missouri Cancer Registry 
and Research Center


Stage*% Distribution


18.7%


28.1%


45.2%


8.0%


Localized Regional Distant Unknown*
Death rate in Missouri with Pancreatic cancer 


per 100 thousand is 


Incidence rate by Race


Incidence rate by Gender 


Black


White
White


Total cases found


17.4


13.5


 Missouri ranked 12th in the 
death rate of Pancreatic cancer 


in the US**


* Rate is suppressed


Death rate by Race


14.16


11.7


5540 1859


9.90%


13.80


11.7


12.2 15.7



https://cancerregistry.missouri.edu/
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Stomach cancer.pdf


Missouri Stomach Cancers
2018-2022 stats and facts


5,823


Black


Stomach Cancer Survivors


Incidence rate in Missouri with 
Stomach cancer per 100 


thousand is 
 5-year relative survival rate is


Rates are per 100,000 and age-adjusted to the 2000 US Std Population (19 age groups- Census P25-1130) standard.
*Localized, Distant, Regional, and Unknown corresponds to malignant behavior


For more information, please visit:
cancerregistry.missouri.edu 


MCR is a collaborative partnership between the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) and the University of Missouri funded by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC's) National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR).


Missouri Cancer Registry 
and Research Center


Stage*% Distribution


35.0%


24.0%


33.4%


7.6%


Localized Regional Distant Unknown*


Death rate in Missouri with 
Stomach cancer per 100 


thousand is 


Incidence rate by Race Death rate by Race


Black


White White


Total cases found


10.7


5


4.9


1.8


2204 1840


31.30%


5.70


2.2


 Incidence rate by Gender


4.0 7.8



https://cancerregistry.missouri.edu/
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Ambiguous terminology rules differ between  SEER’s Solid Tumor Rules   and the  NCDB/CoC  STORE manual , so it’s important to follow the correct standard based on which organization  governs your registry.      SEER (Solid Tumor Rules):   SEER allows certain ambiguous terms — such as  “probably,”   and  “apparently”   -   to be used  when determining reportability and histology coding.   o   Example (Solid Tumor Rules 2025, p.56):   If a pathology report states,  “probably  apocrine carcinoma,”   SEER directs you to code the specific histology  apocrine  carcinoma (8401/3)   rather than  carcinoma, NOS (8010/3) .   o   SEER’s intent is to capture the most specific diagnosis when the pathologist uses a  qualifying term that indicates a strong likelihood of malignancy.      NCDB/STORE:   The  STORE manual   has its own list of acceptable ambiguous terms. In  STORE 2025 , the  term  “probably”   is  not   considered a reportable ambiguous term.    o   Starting with  STORE 2026 , new instructions expand the use of ambiguous terms to  include variations (e.g.,  favor ,  favored ,  favoring ), but this applies  only   to 2026  diagnoses forward.  
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€ @ Abstracting for Non-
Hospital and Low-Volume
Cancer Reporters

“Abstracting for Non-Hospital and Low-
Volume Cancer Reporters” course focuses on
the unique challenges and requirements of
non-hospital cancer and low-volume hospital

reporting, ensuring that data collected from...

© B uicsim

Self-paced
FREE @

¢ @ FUNDAMENTALS OF
ABSTRACTING | MU Non-
Credit

This class s for new abstractors who are not
familiar with the abstracting process. If you
are not familiar with abstracting and/or the
required fields, this is a great place to start
learning.

© B uicsim

Time limit: 90 days
$50 @

MCREDUCATION ODS
SHORTS

This collection of short videos s curated to

assist with comprehending key
responsibilities at the Missouri Cancer

Registry, along with offering abstracting tips

to prepare for the Certification Examination...

© B uicsim

Self-paced
FREE @

MO Oncology Data Specialist
Study Guide Course (Quizzes)

‘The study guide s designed to cover, in
summary form, the major content areas of the
Certification Examination for Tumor
Registrars.

© B uicsim

Time limit: 365 days @
$50
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MCR | MU Non-Credit

"Seamless Reporting to MCR: Streamlining.
Data Submission and Compliance” course
guides participants through Missouri Cancer
Registry's reporting requirements, data
submission processes, and compliance...

©BucH

Self-paced
FREE @
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MCR Office Closings      November 11 (Veterans Day)      November 27 - 28 (Thanksgiving)      December  25 - January 1 (Christmas Winter Break)                                                               
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MISSOURI
HEALTH MAPS

Missouri Cancer Maps is an interactive mapping tool of cancer data for 100 cancer reporting zones in Missouri. You can map cancer
incidence for the 25 most common invasive cancer sites and for all sites combined and filter by sex and race/ethnicity. to

review methodology, data sources, and more.
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