NPCR-SSDI Database

The National Program of Cancer Registries encourages cancer registries to collect complete follow-up information (date of last contact [1750], vital status [1760], follow-up source [1790], cause on death [1910] and ICD-revision number [1920]) on all deceased cancer patients. This information can be used to estimate survival and prevalence - two unique measures of disease burden.  In an effort to encourage cancer registries to report current vital status, a Web site has been developed that allows users to access record level data from the Social Security Death Index (SSDI) files.  

The NPCR-SSDI database contains records of all deaths as reported to the Social Security Administration; the dates of death are primarily post-1937, but some go back as far as 1900.  The database will be updated on a quarterly basis.  

To access the SSDI Web site, please go to https://www.npcrcss.org/ssdi/.To enhance the security of the SSDI Web site, the general user account has been deactivated and individual log-in accounts are being established. If you attempt to use the general user account log-in, you will receive notification to contact support@npcrcss.org for new log-in credentials. If you do not have a username and password, please contact support@npcrcss.org for assistance.
The Web site allows the user to search on the following fields from the 

SSDI dataset:

First Name              
Gender*        
 
State of Birth/Registration

Middle Name             
Date of Birth           
ZIP Code of Last Residence

Last Name               
Date of Last Contact*   
ZIP Code of Last Payment

SSN                     
Date of Death           
State of Birth/Registration

* Note: two derived data items (gender and date of last contact) are included in this database.

Gender is derived from the frequency that the individual’s given name is male or female in their birth year.  These frequencies are calculated from data published annually, from 1880 to the present, by the Social Security Administration (http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/babynames/).  By specifying gender, results will be limited to persons with first names that are given to the specified gender >= 90% of the time in their year of their birth.

Users can also specify date of last contact.  This field allows users to enter a date that the person was known to be alive; the results will contain individuals that were born before and died after the specified date of last contact.

In addition to returning all exact matches, additional “fuzzy” matches are identified by an algorithm that assigns a probability that a given SSDI record is the same person that the user has specified in the search.  This algorithm takes into account many factors, including the following:

•       soundex on first and last name

•       common nicknames (i.e., Dave matches David)

•       trailing wildcards on name fields

•       similarities in area, group, and serial number SSN components.

Two types of matches (“exact” and “all”) are listed (denoted by a tab at the top of the screen).  “Exact matches” are records containing a probability score of 100%.  All other matches are included under the heading “all matches” listing.  Results are limited to 500 matches.  

On the results screen, the user has the option of sorting by the following data items:

•       Rank (probability score) 

•       Name

•       Date of Birth

•       Date of Death

•       State/Country

•       Last Payment ZIP

•       Last Known ZIP

Sorting can be accomplished by clicking on the red or blue arrow adjacent to the column heading.  A red arrow indicates the current order selected.

Access to the data on the NPCR-SSDI Server is being implemented in four phases.

Phase I:        Interactive for online queries   (currently available) 

Phase II:       Automated server to server matching requests

Phase III:      Automated batch processing of matching requests

Phase IV:       Probabilistic matching algorithms included in the automated batch processing of matching requests

You will be notified by email as each new phase is implemented and ready for use.  Your feedback is essential for making the NPCR-SSDI Server a success.

If you have questions, or comments, please call (770-488-4701) or e-mail (jrogers@cdc.gov) Joseph D. Rogers. 

